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Introduction

Around mid-day local time on 28 April 2025, a power outage occurred across the Iberian
Peninsulag, knocking out electricity for the majority of people in Spain and Portugal, ranging
from a few to 48 hours depending on location. Early reports ruled out a cyberattack and
the impact of excess renewables. However, at the time of writing, the cause of the outage
is still under investigation and has not been confirmed by Spanish, Portuguese or EU

officials.

Electricity is one of the major topics in the global climate conversation, due to the role that
electricity generation plays in global carbon emissions. Opponents of climate science
frequently characterise renewable energy as unreliable and agenda-driven while
portraying fossil fuels as dependable and ideologically neutral. In some conspiracy
narratives, efforts to increase renewable energy are part of a larger effort by “liberal elites”
to make electricity more expensive for working families, destabilize prosperous Western

democracies, or undermine local sovereignty.

This briefing finds that the lberian power outage was opportunistically seized upon by
climate disinformation actors, set against the backdrop of ongoing Spanish, Portuguese,
and overall European efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase the share
of energy generated by renewables, and amplified by media and social media platforms
to fill the information void surrounding the causes of the outage.
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summary

e In the immediate hours following the event, a lot of top content in online spaces
was accurate, neutrally speculative reporting or content not attempting to explain
the outage (e.g. humour or memes).

e However, it did not take long for speculation and disinformation about the outage
to spread far and wide, gaining prominence in the first few hours as full
explanations about the outage failed to emerge.

e In all languages, the first big narrative of this kind was speculation about a cyber
attack, which died down somewhat after officials ruled out the possibility later the

same day.

e Inall languages, disinformation about renewables was found early, but particularly
gained traction 12-24 hours after the blackout. This was spearheaded by a network
of transnational English-language disinformation actors, which made up a large
proportion of overall English-language conversation.

o Conversations in Spanish- and Portuguese-language followed these
actors’ leads, increasingly posting about renewables.

o One of the largest originators of disinformation about renewables was the
UK press, with a Daily Mail online news article implying renewables were to
blame released just two hours after the blackout occurred. A similar front
page story in The Daily Telegraph the morning after the blackout implied
“net zero” was at fault. Although it does not fall within the scope of this
briefing, right-wing outlets across the world continue to speculate and
blame renewables weeks after.

e Inall languages, conspiracy-laden arguments were also frequently found from the
first hour, including narratives suggesting a cover up, or a deliberate shutting off of
power as a test for future control from governments, using “New World Order” or
“Agenda 2030" frames. UK press also strongly contributed to suggestions of a
cover up. In Spanish- and Portuguese-language, narratives on social media
blaming the countries’ respective governments were common, sowing discord.
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Based on the data we have available, which is a qualitative over quantitative
analysis, X/ Twitter appeared the most significant vector for speculation and
disinformation narratives. YouTube was also a significant vector, followed then by
TikTok, then Facebook, then Instagram. Conspiracy content was generally favoured
by creators and the algorithms of video-sharing platforms TikTok and Youtube.
Meanwhile, Youtube, Facebook and Instagram saw a lot of content blaming
renewables, fuelled in particular by media outlets.
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Methodology

Our analysis focused on content in three languages: Spanish, Portuguese, and English —
the two primary languages of the countries on the Iberian peninsula (and thus the most
likely to be used in local conversation), and English because it is the “lingua franca” of the

transnational climate disinformation conversation.

We used Brandwatch to analyse volume numbers, high engagement posts, and general
metric analysis. This allowed us to source content from the most engaged users and
posts, volume of content over time and top shared URLs — particularly from X where a high
volume of climate disinformation messages occur. With this data, guided by previous
knowledge about climate conversations online, we selected the most relevant narratives

and trends.

Searches on Brandwatch in all three languages began with general searches for content
relating to the outages to gather a sense of the overall conversation and the major
themes and narratives arising from the power outages. Analysts then ran more specific
searches on the narratives and topics they found in their respective languages.

For limited coverage of platforms not included in Brandwatch (particularly Facebook,
Instagram, Youtube and TikTok) we also ran manual searches using the platforms’ own
search tools. While these searches are by definition algorithm-driven and thus not reliable
surveys of all content posted on a given topic, they do tend to capture the items with the
greatest amount of engagement, as these are promoted by the algorithm to increase
engagement even further.

After these searches gathered content from multiple platforms and sources, analysts
tracked the development of disinformation narratives over time and by platform, tracking
the most significant actors and themes and connecting them with larger narratives within
the climate disinformation ecosystem.
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Findings

Mentions of Iberian Power Outage on X, Bluesky, Reddit, TikTok, YouTube
== Spanish == English Portuguese

300,000

200,000

100,000

Figure I: Volume of conversation about the Iberian blackout in three languages.
Data Source: Brandwatch'

This chart represents a general volume of conversation using Brandwatch, primarily
searching X /Twitter but also including some content from Bluesky, Reddit, TikTok, and
YouTube during the primary outage timeline. Note that In Spanish and Portuguese this is
likely an underestimate of volume as the search terms used required mention of Spain,
Portugal and Iberia, which is less likely when writing about a blackout that almost
everybody knows is happening in your country; but this was deemed better than
overestimating volume by not including it.

' Search terms for chart:
Spanish: (apagén OR electricidad OR energia OR corte) AND (Espafia OR Portugal OR
iberia OR ibérica OR ibérico)

Portuguese: (eletricidade OR apagéo OR elétrica OR energia OR interrupgdo OR poder)
AND (Espanha OR Portugal OR ibéria OR ibérica OR ibérico)

English: (electricity OR blackout OR electric OR energy OR power OR outage) AND (spain OR
portugal OR iberia OR iberian)
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While not a perfect measurement,it does give a sense of online conversations, including

where conversation was largest, where spikes occurred, and relative volume of trends.

In all three covered languages, conversation spiked on the day of the outage and
continued at a high volume the following day, before tapering off as power was restored
and other topics rose to the top of the conversation.

Spanish

In Spanish, Brandwatch identified ~787,000 posts on X/Twitter, Bluesky, Reddit, TikTok, and
YouTube mentioning the power outages on the lberian Peninsula from 27 April to 7 May.
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Figure 2: Volume of conversation about the Iberian blackout in Spanish.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

As mentioned above, including a location in the search terms is not a perfect method. We
then removed the search elements that filter for only those posts mentioning Spain,
Portugal, or the Iberian Peninsula in the text of the post, and adding a geographic filter to
include only posts identified by Brandwatch as originating from Portugal or Spain. ~915,000
posts were identified during the same period mentioning electricity, energy, or the power
outage:

* Search terms: (apagén OR electricidad OR energia OR corte) AND (Espafia OR Portugal
OR iberia OR ibérica OR ibérico)
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Figure 3: Less restrictive search terms for the Iberian blackout in Spanish, but restricted
by geotargeting in Spain or Portugal.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

Overall, the Spanish-language conversation centered on speculation about the cause of
the blackout. One of the dominant narratives was the theory of a cyberattack. Other key
themes included coverage of first response efforts in various regions and criticism of the

government for its handling of the crisis and perceived lack of transparency.

By the second day, the narrative began to shift. Claims blaming the blackout on the
fragility of renewable energy gained momentum. Fossil fuel advocates seized this
opportunity to spread disinformation, framing green energy as ideologically driven rather
than evidence-based.

To a lesser extent, we also observed fringe conspiracy theories suggesting the blackout
was a trial run for a larger, global event. These narratives often included claims about
government control tactics, warning of a future where digital dependence could be used
to restrict access to resources, which calls for personal reserves of fossil fuels and cash.

Parallels were also drawn between the blackout and the recent DANA in Valencia, with

much of the criticism directed at Pedro SGnchez. Notably, mentions of the DANA surged

® Search terms: (apagén OR electricidad OR energia OR corte)
Additionally, geographic filters were set on Brandwatch to include only posts that
Brandwatch identified as originating from Portugal or Spain.
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after a period of relative quiet, suggesting that the blackout reignited public discourse

around the earlier extreme weather event.

Portuguese

In Portuguese, Brandwatch identified ~86,000 posts on X [Twitter, Bluesky, Reddit, TikTok,
and YouTube mentioning the power outages on the Iberian Peninsula from 27 April to 7

May.
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Figure 4: Volume of conversation about the Iberian blackout in Portuguese.
Data Source: Brandwatch?

As in the Spanish-language section above, we removed the search elements that filter for
only those posts mentioning Spain, Portugal, or the lberian Peninsula in the text of the post,
and added a geographic filter to include only posts identified by Brandwatch as
originating from Portugal or Spain. Using this method we identified ~333,000 posts during
the same period mentioning electricity, energy, or the power outage:

* Search terms: (eletricidade OR apagdo OR elétrica OR energia OR interrupgdo OR poder)
AND (Espanha OR Portugal OR ibéria OR ibérica OR ibérico)
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Figure 5: Less restrictive search terms for the Iberian blackout in Portuguese, but
restricted by geotargeting in Spain or Portugal.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

Among the highest engagement posts, most identified posts were simply reporting or
joking about the outage, especially in the initial 12-24 hours of the outage. As time passed,
however, speculations around the causes of the blackout became more prominent
among top posts. The most common speculations found were that the blackout was
caused by a (usually Russian) cyberterrorist attack, and general conspiracies about a
possible cover-up or purpose behind the outage, such as a possible “test” for future
lockdowns and social control.

The role of renewable energy at the time of the blackout was also discussed within cause
speculations, and was increasingly amplified by climate disinformation actors. Some
linked this topic to conspiracy narratives around the “2030/globalist agenda”. While
Conspiracy narratives were more commonly/easily found on X and TikTok posts,
discussions about renewables and the possibility of a cyberattack were also found on
other platforms such as YouTube, Instagram Public, and Facebook Public, including by

popular media outlets.

Approximately 18% of all identified mentions in Portuguese were made by Portugal-based
authors, with Brazil-based authors being a significant part of the total conversation
volume. However, compared to Brazil, Portugal had a higher proportion of outage

mentions and total posts during that timeframe. When filtering mentions by geography

® Search terms: (eletricidade OR apagéo OR elétrica OR energia OR interrupgdo OR poder)
Additionally, geographic filters were set on Brandwatch to include only posts that
Brandwatch identified as originating from Portugal or Spain.
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(Portugal), we could also find that among one of the most common conversation topics
were criticisms of the Portuguese government, and the perceived failures of the country’s
energy system, particularly in regards to its connectedness and reliance on Spain.

English

In English, Brandwatch identified ~528,000 posts on X/Twitter, Bluesky, Reddit, TikTok, and

YouTube mentioning the power outages on the Iberian Peninsula from 27 April to 7 May.
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Figure 6: Volume of conversation about the Iberian blackout in English.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

This chart represents the same timeline, using key terms used in the disinformation
narratives we identified in the English-language conversation, identifying ~140,000 posts
using these terms.

® Search terms: (electricity OR blackout OR electric OR energy OR power OR outage) AND
(spain OR portugal OR iberia OR iberian)

1
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Figure 7: Volume of conversation about the Iberian blackout in English, filtering for key
speculation and disinformation terminology.

Data Source: Brandwatch’

While not all of these posts will be disinformation, it is telling that over 25% of the total

conversation relates to key speculation or disinformation terminology.

The data indicates that the spike of mentions in disinformation conversations in English
occurred on 29 April (day 2). The majority of engagement centered around blaming
renewable energy, targeting net-zero initiatives, and pushing fear-mongering narratives

around the reliability of the green transition.

Generally speaking, English-language conversations were dominated by anti-climate
influencers exploiting the outage for political and social gain— seizing on the opportunity
to discredit renewable energy sources and use as proof that climate change initiatives
are both unrealistic and dangerous.

Lower engaged narratives also included conspiracy theories on this having been part of a
government “test” for a future climate lockdown or a cyberattack that's being covered up.

7 Search terms: (("Spain” OR "Portugal”) AND ("power outage” OR "power failure” OR
"blackout” OR "energy grid” OR "power loss")) AND (“renewable energy” OR “renewables” OR
“renewable dominated” OR “cyberattack” OR “cover up” OR “net zero” OR “government
test” OR “climate lockdown”)
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As is common in emerging or breaking news situations, press and social media
immediately began speculating about the cause of the blackout, with rumors flying in
multiple languages. This was catalysed by an understandable dearth of official
information, although some public officials ruled out the possibility of a cyberattack and
excess renewables early.

Such an information environment is fertile soil for agenda-driven disinformation
campaigns to thrive. Within hours of the blackout, opponents of climate science began
blaming the Iberian peninsula’s ongoing transition to renewable energy for the blackout,
part of an ongoing theme in their discourse that paints renewables as unreliable and
agenda-driven compared to fossil-generated energy. This theme began as a minor one
in the conversation, but quickly grew as anti-climate disinformation networks began to

amplify it — particularly in English-language conversations.

Other themes included the idea that the outage was intentionally caused rather than an
accident. Initial speculation within the first 24 hours of the outage was that it was the
result of a possibly state-backed cyberattack, with Russia being identified as the most
likely culprit due to the EU’s ongoing support for Ukraine. When officials publicly ruled out
the possibility of a cyberattack, conspiracy narratives largely moved on to speculating
that the cause of the outage was either (a) the Spanish, Portuguese, or EU governments
themselves, as a “test run” for larger disruptions and potential lockdowns, or (b) being
covered up by the relevant governments in order to protect their renewable energy
agenda.

We go through the main speculation and disinformation narratives in detail below, in

order of their time of highest prominence in the online conversation.

Cyberattack

In all languages, much of the initial speculation about the cause of the outage centered
around the possibility that it was an intentional cyberattack from malign foreign

influences (with Russia or Iran identified as the most likely culprits). This narrative was

13
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significant enough in the conversation to prompt grid officials to publicly rule out the
possibility that the outage was caused by a cyberattack on 29 April, even as they had not
otherwise confirmed the cause of the outage. After that point, speculation about a
cyberattack continued as a minor narrative in some low-impact conspiracy spaces, while
larger speculation moved on to other possible causes.

Spanish

Total Mentions ©
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Volume Over Time &

Unique Authors &
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Figure 8: Volume of conversation about a potential cyberattack causing the Iberian
blackout in Spanish.

Data Source: Brandwatch®

An X post by far-right populist Vito Quiles was among the ones with the highest
engagement for this topic, gathering more than 500,000 views during the first 24 hours.
Another widely shared post came from the Spanish TV show Al Rojo Vivo, known for its
sensationalist tone. One of its analysts, Pedro Rodiguez, suggested that the attack may
have originated in Russia, noting that this week has been particularly critical in the
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

® Keywords: (apagén OR “corte de energia” OR suministro energético OR energia) AND
(Espania OR Portugal) AND (ciberataque OR “ataque cibernético” OR hackeo)
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The theory of a Russian attack has also appeared in other, less viral posts. Some media

outlets reported that Spain's intelligence agency, the CNI, was investigating the possibility
that the attack originated from North Africa, citing unusual activity detected days before

the outage. (1, 2, 3).

@ Miguel Angel Durén &

¥ @midudev

El CNI indica que el apagdn eléctrico producido en Espafia podria ser
consecuencia de un ciberataque.

Otro ataque més, de una larga lista, que nos recuerda lo importante que
es invertir en tecnologia y ciberseguridad a nivel de pafs.

6:50 a. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 71,2 mil Visuzalizaciones

A£55, Alvise Pérez

¢ @Alvise oficial_
En el mayor apagén de la historia de Europa recordemos lo que decian
los medios corruptos y politicos mentirosos.

Y ahora con Der Leyen culpando implicitamente a Rusia.

¢Rusia? ;Un ciberataque extranjero? ;Un ataque de falsa bandera para
seguir justificando la guerra..?

‘_% @vitoquiles
. ULTIMA HORA | El CNI sefiala como “muy posible” el ciberataque
como causa del gran apagdén.

Tras 4 horas de caos y apagén energético sin precedentes, el Gobierno
alin no se ha dirigido a la ciudadania.

9:05 a. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 566,5 mil Visualizaciones

Q 6as T 1 mil Q smil [ 208 A

Mundo en Conflicto % &
@MundoEConflicto
8 DiA ZERO EN EUROPA @

. Apagdn masivo en Espafia y Portugal. Francia, Finlandia, Andorray
Luxemburgo afectadas.

Millones de personas quedaron sin suministro eléctrico desde el
mediodia.

Afectados trenes, aeropuertos, seméforos y redes méviles.

El Gobierno investiga un posible ciberataque; no hay confirmaciones
oficiales.

Las Islas Canarias y Baleares no fueron afectadas.

La reposicion es progresiva, pero persisten los problemas en
telecomunicaciones.
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@JavierSanz
5 horas después del apagon es increible que oculten la informacién y no
digan el motivo real.

99,9% que es un ciberataque. Ningdn problema fisico se demora tanto

9:23 a. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 54,3 mil Visualizaciones

“% Kingbolito &

& @lopezamat

El #apagon que sufrimos es claramente un #ciberataque que puede ser,
seglin mi criterio, proveniente de tres vias diferentes.

1.- Putin (10% de probabilidades).

2.-Marruecos (10% de probabilidades).

3.-Unién Europea a través de su mafia globalista para seguir
manipulando a la opinién piblica y justificar los 800.000 mil millones en
rearme (80% de probabilidades).

Otra cosa que deja en evidencia el apagon, es lo absolutamente
necesario que es preservar el dinero en efectivo y tener independencia y
privacidad econdémica.

HULTIMHORA

Ultima edicién 7:15 a. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 36,3 mil Visualizaciones

APAGON MASIVO causa CAOS en EUROPA! CIBERATAQUE!? ESPARIA y PORTUGAL
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Figure 9: Volume of conversation about a potential cyberattack causing the Iberian

blackout in Portuguese.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

? Search terms: (“apagdo” OR “eletricidade” OR “energia elétrica”) AND (“cibernético” OR
“ciberataque” OR “russia” OR “russos” OR “russo” OR “hacktivism” OR “cyberataque” OR

“hackers” OR “hacking”)
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In Portuguese, the cyberattack theory was one of the most common speculations around
the possible causes of the blackout found in the top posts, with 9.5K mentions identified
between April 27 and May 7. The theory was not only present among conspiracy actors
but mentioned as a possibility by large media outlets such as Forbes, Folha de S&o Paulo,

and Jovem Pan. The theory’s presence on mainstream outlets gained traction after
Manuel Castro Aimeida, a Portuguese minister, mentioned it as a possibility after being
questioned about it by a journalist in the hours immediately following the outage. Despite
this theory being quickly discarded by officials, the narrative continued on a smaller scale
among conspiracy and far-right actors, who used the theory to spread conspiratorial

narratives around the blackout.

50 MILHOES
DE PESSOAS
FETADAS

mples falha de eletricidade e comunica
em larga escala que atingiu todo o territ

um atague cibemético concertado em centrais elétricas e

7816 mil

APAGAO na EUROPA foi causado por ATAQUE CIBERNETICO? | TA NA RODA

gp Jovempantens o (@G G2 P comparibar @ velew
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Activista Aguia Real
29 de abril 35 07:31- &

Nas dltimas 48 horas, um vaste apagéo afectou diversas regides da Europa Central e do Leste,
deixande milhdes sem acesso a electricidade & servigos essenciais, Apesar das causas técnicas ainda
estarem sob investigagio, fontes de sequranga e especialistas em ciberdefess admitem néo excluir a
hipétese de um i externo — do Kremlin,

Vérios analistas apontam para a possibilidade de um atague cibernétice coordenado, tende em conta
o contexto de tensdes geopoliticas agravadas entre a Rissia & os palses da NATO, Moscave nega
qualquer envolvimento, mas investigagdes preliminares indicam padrdes semelhantes a operagdes
anteriores atribuidas a grupos ligados ao Estada russo.

Enquanto decarrem as andlises forenses as redes eléctricas afectadas, a Unido Europeia apela & calma
& promete respostas firmes caso se confirmem actos deliberados.

Eqeagge" contatido wlacionado
2 CapCut

O apagao na europa.
sera coincidéncia?
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Figure 10: Volume of conversation about a potential cyberattack causing the Iberian
blackout in English.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

Suggestions that the outage was due to a cyberattack also spread in English in the initial
12-24 hours after the outage before quickly fading. This theory was short-lived in general
conversation, but remained a point of possibility in far-right spaces and social media- like
TikTok, where several users continued to push the cyberattack theory, with one user
pointing toward the “coincidence” that Iran repelled an attack just days before.

° search terms: (("Spain” OR "Portugal’) AND ("power outage” OR "power failure” OR "blackout” OR
"energy grid" OR "power loss")) AND ("cyber attack” OR "cyberattack”)
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Find related content
MIDDLE EAST

April

Iran repelled large cyber attack on
Sunday

Spain Power Outage :
Potential Cyber Attack?!

lifeofmarcopolo_ - 1d ago

#? #spain #poweroutages #blackout #barcelona #fyp #viral

Conspiracy Theories

Even before the cyberattack theme began fading from prominence, other conspiracy
narratives were gaining traction within the conversation in all three languages.

Particularly in the past ten years, anti-climate advocacy has increasingly been tied up
with conspiracy narratives. The function of these conspiracy narratives can be linked to
one of the most significant identity-based themes in anti-climate activism, in which
pro-climate advocacy and policies are portrayed as impositions by global financial and
cultural elites that will raise prices for food, energy, housing, and other necessities, place
onerous restrictions on consumers’ choice of transportation, home appliances, and food,
and take away the livelihoods of people who work in energy, industrial, transport, or food

production fields.
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Climate conspiracy narratives play a crucial role in that overarching theme as they
impute motivations of those global elites — not for their own short-term economic or
political benefit, but to trigger a cataclysmic global “Great Reset” of national and
international governments, economies, and cultures to create a “New World Order” in
which the economic and democratic power of ordinary people is significantly decreased
while these elites rule from the shadows.

In the aftermath of the Iberian power outage and particularly over the following week as
officials did not confirm any clear cause of the outage, multiple disinformation actors
within the climate conversation appealed to the wider overarching “Great Reset”
conspiracy theory, suggesting that the lberian outage was a “test” by conspirators in
Spain, Portugal, the EU, and/or the UN to determine the feasibility of, and further accustom
the population to, the implementation of authoritarian regimes or future lockdowns.

We also saw a softer counterpart conspiracy theory that government officials in Spain,
Portugal, and/or the EU did in fact know that the cause of the outage was renewable
energy, but were covering that up in order to protect their pet cause from the righteous
anger of the populace. This conspiracy will be discussed more widely in the “Blaming

Renewables” section below.

Spanish

In Spanish, conspiracy theories had the lowest visibility and reach among the narratives
analyzed. They drew on familiar and persistent tropes—such as population control, the
New World Order, and climate terrorism—that tend to remain stable across various topics
and regions. These narratives primarily resonated with audiences already predisposed to
such content, as suggested by the relatively low volume and limited spread observed

during the monitoring period.
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Figure 1I: Volume of conspiracy narratives surrounding the Iberian blackout in Spanish.
Source: Brandwatch™

It's important to note that while the volume of mentions is significant, some of the terms
used in the search—such as “control” or “fear"—can also appear in non-malicious
contexts. As a result, not all of the 27k mentions will reflect conspiracy theories. However,
including these terms was necessary, even at the risk of false positives, in order to capture

a broad view of the conspiracy landscape and identify the most relevant posts.

Among the fringe conspiracy theories, the most prominent was the claim that the
blackout was not accidental but was a test run for a larger and grand-scale blackout. This
narrative stood out within the broader conspiratorial space, gaining slightly more traction
than others due to its alignment with existing fears about control and systemic collapse.

@ Doctora Cristina Martin Jiménez &

@ (EL GRAN DESPERTAR(D) @crismartin

@destapandolosel
El gran apagon en Espafia fue mucho mas que un fallo técnico: fue una
brutal advertencia del modelo de sociedad que las élites globalistas
estan imponiendo con la Agenda 2030. Una sociedad hipercontrolada,
digitalizada hasta el extremo y completamente dependiente de redes
vulnerables. ;El resultado? Un pafs paralizado, ciudadanos indefensos y
El sistema de la élite piensan que somos estdpidos. @) el futuro que nos guieren imponer, expuesto con toda su crudeza.

Las autoridades espafiolas y portuguesas controladas por la élite,
afirman que los apagones en su pafs se debieron a un fenédmeno
atmosférica raro.

" Keywords: ((apagén OR “suministro energético” OR energia) AND (Espafia OR Portugal)
AND (“control de la poblacién” OR “Agenda 2030” OR miedo OR globalismo OR “Nuevo
Orden Mundial” OR control OR ecoterrorismo)
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Los ECOLOGISTAS FANATIC

@SoloFonseca
304 kvistas - hace 2 dias

@ sooromcs

El apagén del 28 e abril en Espafia sirve ¢

Nuevo Subtitulos

" Menny ALERTA DERIESGO ..
@MennyValdz

Lo que antes eran TEORIAS DE CONSPIRACION se ha ido sabiendo que
son realidades

Ahora resulta que despues del TREMENDO APAGON de #espafia LA
CIUDAD DE #MADRID APARECE LLENA DE "CHEMTRAILS" -Estelas
quimicas-

Se dice que el apagon fue provocado porun
"PEM"PulsoElectroMagnetico

Bugman & @Mr Bugman - 30 abr.
El apagén en Espafia fue para hacer mantenimiento y upgrade al software
gue esta en las nanoparticulas de grafeno que les inyectaron con las

vacunas.
Esto no lo vas a ver en ningln medio.
Q29 13 20 Q 334 il 4 mi H &

4 contra NWO (Nuevo Orden Mundial) .. @RebinDelEspa... -4 may. «
Las autoridades espafiolas ignoraron las advertencias del operador de la
red antes de que el apagén histérico expusiera los riesgos de la energfa
verde

& ... TODO que nos cuentan son patrafias !!! apagén ha sido provocado
por HAARP 11!

Filros

APAGON MASIVO EN EUROPA: El Oscuro Plan que Nadie Quiere Ver

:

EL GRAN APAGON LLEGO.

Alerta por un apagon eléctrico y
masivo en todo el mundo del que
nadie estaria a salvo: cudndo
ocurriria
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. . B Diana Simpson Vargas -

‘n' Noticias Del Fin Del Mundo 4
2 18h-@

_ _ _ Apagén en Espafia y otros pafses europeos

Mega Alerta Mundial ® ® [, Portugal &) Espafia #& Francia |y 28/04/2025 “No se puede dedir que no NOS AVISAN.

Esto se sabe del apagén En Portugal, la 6n es similar. En la turistica Lisboa los seméforos estan Klaus Schwab, el recientemente dimitido director del Foro Econémico Mundial, adelantandonos

apagados y hay largas filas de carros. El icénico tranvia esta parado. que nos llevaran a un GRAN APAGON nunca visto antes.” Alberto Iturralde en Twiter

En las intersecciones se nota la tensién y hay personas gritando, mientras se produce el paso intenso
de ambulandas, bomberos y policia, segtin reporta EFE.

masivo que afecta a Esparia, Portugal y Francia el 28 de abril

apagon eléctrico masivo afecta a Espafia y Portugal este 28 de abril. La vicepresidenta de la Comision
Europea para la Transicion limpia, indicé que no hay indicios para afirmar que la causa del corte de Iu:
sea un ciberataque

Lunes, 28 de abril de 2025

Esto se sabe del apag6n eléctrico masivo que afecta a Espafia, Portugal y Francia el 28 de abril

Asistentes al Mutua Madrid Open abandonan las instalaciones de la Caja Mégica debido al apag6n
registrado a nivel peninsular en Espafia este lunes 28 de abril

Un apagon eléctrico masivo ha colapsado Espafia este lunes 28 de abril. El corte del suministro
A I NI A - oo

7 comentari ces compartida

Se viene el APAGON a nivel
MUDIAL.

Tiemblala ELITE

In addition to these conspiracies, there were attacks on the government in the
Spanish-language. Many posts focused on Pedro Sdnchez's handling of the crisis. Drawing
parallels to the floods in Valencia, disinformers and opposition figures claimed that
Sadnchez once again shifted the blame to external factors instead of taking responsibility

for the poor execution of government energy initiatives.
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Several points of criticism converged around this issue. Some users highlighted the irony
that both the government and media outlets previously labeled warnings of a potential
energy crisis as “bulos” (misinformation), particularly referencing an April 9th post from
Red Eléctrica, which stated there was no risk of outages and that the electric grid
guaranteed a stable supply.

Some well-known disinformation accounts (see examples below) capitalized on the
event, framing it as yet another left-wing vs. right-wing clash. They also claimed that
discussions about climate change will resurface as part of the so-called "woke" agenda’s
indoctrination efforts.

Agenda 2030 P
@Agenda2830_ @ Agenda 2030 Fareér

@Agenda2030_

"No existe riesgo de apagén”.

<. Red Eléctrica @ @RedElectricaREE - 9 abr.

D E LA U LT RAD ~ Ante las informaciones publicadas:
Y DEL CAMBIOGID e

Mostrar mas

1:16 p. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 18,8 mil Visualizaciones

i Wall Street Wolverine &
= Suscribirse I
j— Wall Street Wolverine & Suscribirse EH g @wallstwolverine

@wallstwolverine
<. Red Eléctrica & @RedElectricaREE - 9 abr. Pnn lu ME“os “0
Ante las informaciones publicadas: GoBIEn"n m nEnEcHn
y L]

No existe riesgo de apagdn.
Red Eléctrica garantiza el suministro.

Te tienes que reir.

Mostrar mas
111 p. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 122,5 mil visualizaciones

Qos 1184 Q amil 7

3

58 'm

9:37 a. m. - 28 abr. 2025 - 259,7 mil Visualizaciones
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,,,,,,,,,, - e raba en septiembre de 2022 que en Espafia no habrian apagones ni
escenas apocalipticas.... Vier mas
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B
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() Comentar

negocios. |

We also found a sharp increase in mentions related to the Valencia flood, as shown in the

chart below. The renewed attention to this topic serves as a precedent on how public

discourse might unfold in the event of another energy or climate-related emergency.
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Figure 12: Volume trend of Valencia’s Dana at the beginning of the blackout.
Data source: Brandwatch®

2 (DANA OR inundacién OR “gran riada” OR “catdstrofe ambiental”) AND (Valencia)
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Finally, while outside of the timeframe of other content in this report, we observed the
widespread circulation of an article in The Telegraph that attributes the blackout primarily
to government actions, particularly its aggressive push for green energy. This article has
been translated and replicated across various Spanish-language outlets, often under
headlines claiming the blackout was caused by a government “experiment.” This framing
oversimplifies the content of the original article and appears to be used as an ad
verecundiam—invoking the authority of The Telegraph to lend credibility to a specific

political interpretation.

Portuguese

Conspiracy narratives were also present in Portuguese conversations, especially on posts
made by authors who are known to frequently criticise climate policy or deny climate
science. We found 6.6K mentions of conspiracy keywords. The authors of posts captured
in this search suggested the blackout was orchestrated, as a “test” or an “experiment”, to
implement authoritarian regimes or future lockdowns. It was mostly present among
far-right authors, with little evidence of its presence in large media outlets.

Figure 13: Volume of conspiracy narratives surrounding the Iberian blackout in
Portuguese.
Data Source: Brandwatch®

As shown above, there was a second peak in mentions of these narratives around 1 May.
The identified mentions suggest that this happened after a story about a “digital blackout”

® Search terms: ("apagé@o” OR “eletricidade” OR “energia elétrica”) AND (“agenda 2030” OR
“agenda verde” OR “globalista” OR “globalistas” OR “globalismo” OR “chapéus brancos” OR
“lockdown” OR “lockdowns” OR “controle social” OR “great reset” OR “grande reset” OR
“nova ordem mundial” OR “new world order” OR “teste” OR “experimento”)
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in the United States, affecting banking systems. This fueled conspiracy narratives around

a worldwide attack, or “test”. We could not find reliable sources confirming this story.

Another talking point used to spread conspiracy narratives was the recent EU request for

residents to prepare a 3-day emergency kit. One notable instance was a post by Karina
Michelin, a journalist for the Brazilian right-wing outlet Gazeta do Povo, claiming that other
countries such as Turkey, Ukraine, Lebanon, Venezuela, Argentina, and South Africa were
also affected by the blackout, connecting all occurrences as evidence of an orchestrated

attack. This narrative also overlapped with the cyberattack theory in some instances.

ip Karina Michelin =h André GAP &

Nesta segund

entraram em colapso, deixando milhdes de pessoas na

a regides da Europa Oriental,

a real do problema ainda ta entre o Estado

NSA), as elites

E prosperam no caos
re & sua agenda.
spanha & Portugal

m dark pools (Dark Pools, de S

m guerra hibrid:

de colapso org
dos em ger,

A ClA e as Organiz:
detalha como

0Os portos da Fra
tré

programados” pa
permanecem calados.

iando um simples incidente ou o inicio de um
wvo modelo de contre do em escala global?

Seguiremos atentos.
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MANDA § § &

Apagdo na Espanha, Portugal,
Franga, est sabendo de algo?

i

seria interessante

exame.
T —
Soorincaparaso

CRISE DE ENERGIA NA EUROPA | APAGAO EM ESPANHA, PORTUGAL E FRANGA: O QUE ESTA
ACONTECENDO?

@ i D D G

GLTINAS

NOTICIAS

PANE FINANCEIRA NOS EUA E BLACKOUT
MUNDIAL LEVANTAM SOMBRA DE GUERRA
CIBERNETICA E CONTROLE GLOBAL

‘3, karinamichelin @ « Sequir
7 ) hudin original

Karinamichelin & 6 d

"7 Na madrugada desta quinta-feira, 1° de
maio, os Estados Unidos foram tomados
por um colapso digital: bancos,
operadoras de cartdo & processadores de
pagamento entraram em pane, deixando
consumidores sem acesso a transagdes
bésicas. Plataformas como o
DownDetector registraram picos histéricos
de reclamagdes contra Visa, Wells Fargo,
First National Bank, Discover, CashApp &
outras financeiras, com mais de 85% das
falnas concentradas em leitores de cartio
de gébito,

Relatos vieram de todos os cantos:
supermercados, postos de gasaling, lojas
de conveniéncia ¢ plataformas online
incapazes de processar pagamentos,
enguanto consumidores se viam presos

Qv H

Curtido por claudio.fasano.3 € outras pessoas
b4 6 dias
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Figure 14: Volume of conspiracy narratives surrounding the Iberian blackout in English.
Data Source: Brandwatch™

Both American and Australian outlets suggested that liberal governments are potentially
hiding the true cause of the multi-national blackout, or at least downplaying the role of
renewable energy, suggesting that the initial response from Spain’s leaders was seen as
elusive and even nonsensical. How could a weather event cause this large scale of a

power outage on a beautiful Spanish day?

Conspiracy theories initially pointed toward a cyberattack from the previous section, but
quickly turned toward a government cover-up. One suggestion was that liberal leaders do
not want their net zero agenda to appear unreliable or flawed, and are prioritizing green
policies over energy stability.

The Telegraph published an article, “Spain’s PM accused of putting net-zero ideology first
after blackout chaos,” where it platformed the Spanish opposition leader accusing
Sanchez of “putting green ideology ahead of energy security.”

" search terms: (("Spain” OR "Portugal’) AND ("power outage” OR "power failure” OR "blackout” OR
"energy grid" OR "power loss")) AND ("government test" OR "climate lockdown" OR "2030 Agenda" OR
"cover-up” OR “ignored warning")
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The Daily Mail published a similar article, “Spanish grid operator ‘ignored five years of
warnings' over green power blackouts risk as socialist PM Sanchez faces mounting fury
over ‘cover-up’ after deadly outage.” The Daily Mail also reported, based on an opinion

piece in Spanish outlet E/ Espariol, that Spain’s government is trying to cover up the reason
behind the outage.

In addition to the implications that liberals are refusing to accept or acknowledge that
renewable energy is to blame for the event— some transnational disinformation actors
took it further and implied that this blackout was a “test.”

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the United Nations in 2015, has
long been the source of criticism within right-wing circles as climate adversaries view the

plan as a means to enact more government control and implement ambitious green

policies that threaten national sovereignty and economic success. In a 2023 post, the

Heritage Foundation, a long-time recipient of fossil fuel money, quotes development
economist William Easterby saying that the Agenda was “senseless, dreamy, and

garbled.” Right-wingers used the Iberian power outage to recharge conversations around
the plan- supplementing with conspiracy theories akin to “The Great Reset.”

Right-wing podcaster Joey Mannarino called out Spain in an X post for having “Agenda
2030 plastered all over their trains”, a post that was mimicked in a Spanish-language post
the following day In the post he also said, “We're officially in the “rolling electricity
blackout” phase of Agenda 2030.” He went on to claim this blackout could be a “climate

lockdown test run.”

Other accounts posted similar language, with some going even further and suggesting
this was a planned backout or a “test” of the agenda. The “government test” conspiracy
was also prominent from content creators on TikTok, and in their comment sections.
People claiming to be “experts on power systems” fed into these narratives by claiming
that the official response is “crazy.”

This narrative spiked a bit later, most likely due to officials focusing more on restoring
power instead of publicly speaking on the cause of the outage. Without an official
response that sounded credible, disinformers were left to fill in the blanks, suggest a

cover-up, and spread wild conspiracies.
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Spain achieved 100% renewable energy supply on 16th April. Two weeks
later, they whole country had a blackout. A Spanish energy supplier
warned the prime minister that this would happen

The Telegraph

Spain’s PM accused of putting net zero ideology first after blackout chaos
0 B E

7,375

i Michael Shellenberger & @

(&) -

Renewables didn't cause Spain's blackout, says its Prime Minister. But by
reducing needed inertia, they did, and the grid operator effectively
admitted it was the loss of solar that triggered it. As such,
@sanchezcastejon , who wants more censorship, is spreading
misinformation.

PUBLIC

Home Podcast Archive Leaderboard  About

@m0

MarXmeN &

On April 28, 2025, the lights went out across Spain and Portugal.
Millions were left stranded, had no electricity, no internet, no transport,
no way to buy food, or call for help. The official story? A mysterious grid
failure.

How do entire countries go dark in 20257 This was no accident.
This was a test.

Energy Backup

Solar chargers

Small gasoline generator (and fuel reserves safely stored)
Rechargeable AA/AAA batteries and multiple chargers

Cash and Documents

Emergency cash in small bills

Printed copies of IDs, insurance, and emergency contacts
Faraday bag (for protecting electronics)

Final Word

The blackout was a warning shot.

If you wait for the next one, it may be too late.

Prepare now. Trust no official story. And remember: when the lights go
out, you're on your own.

5@ Alex Phillips & w o

The idea that nobody knows why Spain and Portugal had a nationwide
blackout seems total BS

They know.

They just don't want to say.

1M

“Quiye Olive Press Newspaper
KESS

April 29 at 9:20AM - @

Spain’s Prime Minister has urged calm in the wake of the unprecedented nationwide power outage
— but refused to speculate on its cause.

In a national address, Sanchez called for unity and “responsible behaviour” as investigations
continue, and pledged transparency once officials know more.

With tensions high and theories circulating, the government is walking a careful line...
Read more here: https://[www.theolivepress.es/.../spanish-prime-minister.../

#SpainBlackout #PedroSanchez #NationalCrisis #PowerOutage #SpainNews
#spanishgovernment #politics #blackout

SPANISH PRIME MINISTER PEDRO SANCHEZ
REFUSES TO SPECULATE ON CAUSE OF THE
UNPRECEDENTED BLACKOUT AND URGES

THE PUBLIC TO BEHAVE ‘RESPONSIBLY’

21 comments 9 shares
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Blaming Renewables

English-Language Conversation

Volume Over Time ® Export v
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Figure 15: Volume of narratives mentioning renewables and the blackout in English.
Data Source: Brandwatch”

Although our searches for renewable terminology will also include some legitimate or
accurate information discussing renewables and the blackout, the volume chart shows
just how much English-language conversation spiked around this topic in particular the
day after the blackout.

Initial conversations coming out of transnational English-language disinformation circles,
namely those critical of climate change policies, centered around Spain’s recent record

on April 16th — where the nation ran their entire grid on renewable energy for the day.

This unprecedented power outage across Spain, Portugal, and parts of France gave
voices, particularly from right-wing spaces, an opportunity to attack that achievement
and blame the transition to renewable energy options as the culprit for the mass power

" search terms: (("Spain” OR "Portugal”) AND ("power outage” OR "power failure” OR "blackout’ OR
"energy grid" OR "power loss")) AND ("renewable energy" OR "renewables” OR "renewable dominated”
OR "net zero" OR "green transition”)
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failure. Or more specifically, Spain’s “reliance” on renewable energy, over more reliable
fossil fuel sources.

The Daily Mail ran an article just two hours after the blackout began, positing: “Could
renewable energy be to blame for huge Spain blackout? How outage struck days after
country's grid ran entirely on green power for the first time?” Far-right conspiracy blog
ZeroHedge also chimed in with their post titled, “6 Days After Celebrating 100% Renewable
Power', Spain Blames "Rare Atmospheric Phenomenon® For Nation's Largest Blackout In

History.” Meanwhile serial climate disinformer Michael Shellenberger headlined his
substack post, “Over-Reliance On Renewables Behind Catastrophic Blackouts in Spain.”

Across social media, English-language conversation was also dominated by this
narrative— mocking the renewable energy day and connecting it with the failure of the
grid. Multiple accounts, including popular climate disinformer Peter Sweden and
@EndWokeness posted mocking statements along the lines of “congratulations Spain for
reaching net zero 25 years early.” One photo that was widely shared, showing the two
nations from a satellite view in total darkness, was given a community note alerting users
that the image was digitally altered. However, that note only appeared on a limited
number of shares, as copies circulated without the notice.

Javier Blas, a Bloomberg opinion columnist that covers energy and commodities, posted
on X his take on the mass outage and “re-upping” an article he posted just days before. In
his Bloomberg piece, he argued that questioning the green energy transition isn't climate
denialism, but “energy realism”.

This tactic allowed others on the right a pathway to go a step further— implying all net zero
initiatives will result in the same catastrophe. They argued that the left’s “obsession” with
net zero targets is allowing for risky investments and this blackout is indicative of why we
need to slow down, or even stop, the transition to green energy.

Gabriella Hoffman, Townhall columnist and director for IWF’'s Center for Energy and
Conservation, posted about the outage, claiming that “Net-zero isn't sustainable.” Oil &
Gas Workers Association (“fighting to save America’s oil and gas jobs!”), posted, arguing
that unreliable renewable energy sources, met with high energy demands, spelled
disaster.

34


http://www.caad.info
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14655733/How-huge-Spain-blackout-struck-days-grid-ran-entirely-green-power-time.html
https://www.zerohedge.com/geopolitical/spain-hit-massive-really-massive-power-blackout
https://www.desmog.com/michael-shellenberger/
https://www.public.news/p/over-reliance-on-renewables-behind
https://www.public.news/p/over-reliance-on-renewables-behind
https://x.com/PeterSweden7/status/1916981207960621070
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1916909714555744447
https://x.com/amuse/status/1917361851928658050
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2025-04-24/energy-security-it-s-electricity-realism-not-climate-denialism?utm_source=website&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=twitter&embedded-checkout=true
https://x.com/Gabby_Hoffman/status/1916860832878645552
https://x.com/ogwausa/status/1916872466841981384

w Climate Action www.caad.info
Against Disinformation
contact@caad.info

GBNews gired a report— 'Critics of Net Zero are now questioning whether renewables were
to blame’. The Daily Skeptic published “Net Zero Blamed for Blackouts.” Along with a
second article, “Spain and Portugal’s Blackout Reveals the Achilles’ Heel of Electricity Grids
Dominated by Wind and Solar.” And the ZeroHedge blog continued its claims blaming net
zero in their piece, “Power Restored In Spain, Portugal But The Situation Reveals A Very
Serious Underlying Problem..”

Similar to early reactions, the focus remained on the unreliability of renewable energy
(primarily wind and solar), with @disclosetv claiming “Red Eléctrica warned about the
risks associated with renewable energy.” The Telegraph published an article, “Net zero
blamed for Europe’s biggest power cut,” where they reported that “experts say a reliance
on solar and wind power left Spain and Portugal vulnerable.” Their article received some of
the largest engagement, with over 3,000 comments, and was shared by the likes of

climate disinformer James Melville on X/Twitter.

Right-wing voices also amplified fear-mongering tactics to argue that the net zero
agenda could lead to a similar crisis for Britain. UK commentator Julia Hartley-Brewer
guestioned why the media isn't reporting on the ‘true’ cause of the outage, posting, “If the
mass power outage in Spain and Portugal was possibly caused by “climate change’, it
would be the only topic on the BBC and Sky News all week. As it's likely the blackouts may
have been caused by an over-reliance on unstable renewable energy, it's barely getting a

mention.”

Reform UK leader Nigel Farage also took the political opportunity to post, “If we carry on
with net zero lunacy, the lights will go out just like in Spain!” Similar claims were made in
the United States and Australia, where right-wing outlets claimed the blackout should be
viewed as a warning call for other nations looking toward renewable energy as a means
to phase out fossil fuels.

America’s Fox News Business published an article, “Spain’'s push for net-zero backfires with
crippling power outage across 2 nations,” calling the hours-long outage “the worst such
event in living memory.” The right-wing outlet questioned the Spanish government'’s
response that the blackout was caused by a rare atmospheric vibration — suggesting they
have not given a clear explanation and are “making excuses.” The reporting went on to lay
the basis for blaming renewable energy dependence, which forgoes balancing with fossil

fuel resources, in Spain’s drive to “to move closer to net-zero carbon emissions.”
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Australia reacted in a similar way to the outage, with The Australian publishing “Spain’s
blackout is a flashing warning light for our renewable energy system,” and SkyNewsAU
warning, “Chris Bowen flatly rejects risk of Spain-style blackouts in Australia, despite
experts raising alarm over renewables.” Energy Minister Chris Bowen was also targeted by
The Herald Sun, who suggested the entire Labor Party is “hiding out.” They wrote, “Evidence

is firming that this week’s power outage in Spain is the first mega-blackout of the global
warming movement. If Chris Bowen keeps pushing wind and solar we'll be closer to a

Spanish disaster right here.”

Attacks on net zero were also the focus of YouTube content in the week after the outage,
with right-wing media, like GBNews and SkyNews Australig, utilizing the platform to amplify
their attacks. Right-wing content creators like Benny Johnson (233,000 views) and

MGUYAustralia (34,373) quickly posted their reactions as well- with paid advertisements.
This monetization of disinformation has been something these creators have been relying
on when they consider which content to push, as the platform does not readily monitor or

regulate these actors.

Overall (as you can see from the chart above), this narrative had the highest engagement
rate, peaking 48-72 hours after the outage.
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% @amuse @
)

NET ZERO...

7a» Readers added context they thought people might want to know

This image has been digitally altered. The blackout was not so dramatic. Real
satellite images: satlil 0 e.edu/weather medial...

ﬂ Andrew Bridgen & o]
[

It’s been announced that Spain and Portugal beat us by achieving Net
Zero last week. This is what it looks like and Ed Miliband and @UKLabour
are working hard with their policies to get us to the same situation as
soon as possible.
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i Michael Shellenberger & @

Six days ago, the media celebrated a significant milestone: Spain’s
national grid operated entirely on renewable energy for the first time
during a weekday.

At12:35 pm today local time, the lights went out across Spain and

Portugal, and parts of France. Although power was quickly restored in
France, it could take a week to fully restore power in Spain and Portugal.

€D -

Y- TA Concerned Citizen &

!!?. PeterSweden @
£g>

Just over 1 week ago Spain had the first weekday with 100% use of
renewable energy on the electricity grid.

Today there is a massive blackout.

112K

!2}' PeterSweden @

 sus=cive R

Even the mainstream media is now beginning to admit that dependency
on solar power cause the massive blackouts in Spain.

This is what Net Zero looks like.

40.5K

& Toby Young @
]

The power outage in Spain and Portugal wasn't caused by extreme
weather, but by an over-reliance on wind and solar. If the UK continues
on its headlong path to Net Zero, we can expect similar failures.

Click to read

- 2 9 =~ “
Spain and Portugal’s Blackout Reveals the Achilles’ Heel of Electricity Grids Dominated...
. . .
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Spain's push for net-zero backfires
with crippling power outage across 2
nations

Government explanations fall short as experts point to renewable energy transition complications
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Net zero blamed for Europe’s biggest power cut

Experts say a reliance on solar and wind power left Spain and Portugal vulnerable
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100 per cent renewables': 60 million left without power in Spain and Portugal
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BRITAIN'S
NEWSROOM

PPOWER CUT PANIC! Could Britain Be NEXT After Spain's RENEWABLES FAIL?

o= €D 5w

L Downlosd ) Thanks

Euro Weekly Newspaper
April 29 at 4:15AM - @
Coincidence? Spain’s national grid was powered entirely by renewable energy on Tuesday, April 16.
Less than a week later, BLACKOUT. #spainblackout #spainpowercut #spainpoweroutage

#redelectrica

EUROWEEKLYNEWS.COM
100% renewable energy milestone, then blackout
On April 16, 2025, Spain celebrated a green energy triumph. Just six days later, the lights went..

127 comments 56 shares

Q% 438

CNA @
17h-@

The recent blackout in Spain shows how an over-reliance on solar and wind power can lead to grid
instabilities, says RSIS' Alvin Chew.

]

CHANNELNEWSASIA.COM
Commentary: Spain power outage is a case study for countries switching to clean
energy

14 comments 21 shares

Qe 76
o Like

() Comment /> Share
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Portuguese-Language Conversation

Mentions of the role of renewable energy sources in the blackout were also present in
Portuguese-language conversations, found in 7.3K posts. Authors claimed that the strong
presence of renewable sources on the Iberian electric grid was the cause of the power
outage, illustrating the limitations of the energy transition. At first, this narrative was mostly
present among climate disinformation authors and some news outlets, although the latter
presented it only as a possible cause. Later, the narrative became more present in more
wide-reaching online media and authors, who started presenting it as fact. Like other
narratives, conversations dwindled after the first days. However, they noticeably surged a
bit later than other narratives, following the initiative from the trans-national
English-language misinformation, and remained for longer.

= w0

Figure 16: Volume of narratives mentioning renewables and the blackout in Portuguese.
Data Source: Brandwatch'

® Search terms: (“apagd@o” OR “eletricidade” OR “energia elétrica”) AND (“renovéveis” OR
“renovavel” OR “energia verde” OR “descarbonizagdo” OR “edlica” OR “energia limpa” OR
“transicdo energética’OR “agenda verde” OR “net zero” OR “agenda 2030” OR “agenda
ESG")
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Jornal de Negdcios @
29 de abril 45 20:01- @

H4 dois meses, a Red Elétrica de Espanha alertava ja para o 'perigo hipotético' de um apagéo no pais,
comn ‘desconexdes de geragdo’ de enargia elétrica que poderiam ser “severas’ e afetar
‘significativamente’ o abastecimento, Em causa estaria o excesso de renovéveis e o fim das centrais

fosseis.

JORMALDENEGOCIOS.PT

Red Eléctrica ja sabia do risco de apagéo ha dois meses
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, APAGAO | Brasil tem ameaga de apagio pelos mesmos riscos apontades hoje come causa do
blecaute em Portugal e na Espanha.

METSULCOM
Brasil tem ameaga de apagéo pelos mesmos riscos de Portugal e Espanha
Instabilidade gerada pela excessiva presenga de fontes renoviveis na gera¢do de energia pode ca...
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A less mainstream branch of this narrative, mostly found among far-right and denialist
authors, overlapped energy transition criticisms with conspiracy narratives. These claimed
not only that renewables are not efficient enough, but also connected it with conspiracy

narratives around the 2030/climate “agenda”.
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Spanish-language Conversation

After the initial wave of speculation during the first two days of the incident, the
conversation shifted toward analyzing the implications of an administration centered on
renewable energy.

Total Mentions (© Unique Authors ©
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// Previous period: 4594 |/ Previous period: 2170
Volume Over Time © Expd
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Figure 17: Volume of narratives mentioning renewables and the blackout in Spanish.
Data Source: Brandwatch'

The content was a mix of legitimate criticism regarding the fragility of the energy grid and
discussions on the timing and implementation of renewable energy reliance. However, as
expected, disinformation actors leveraged the momentum to frame the energy transition

as an ideological agenda rather than a science-based initiative.

" keywords: ((apagdn OR "suministro energético” OR “crisis energética” OR "interrupcién
eléctrica” OR energia) AND (Espafia OR Portugal)) AND (descarbonizacién OR "Agenda
2030" OR "agenda verde" OR "transicién energética” OR renovables OR "energias verdes”
OR "cambio climatico” OR "energias limpias”)
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We've also detected posts questioning electric mobility, with some users claiming that
fossil fuel-powered vehicles remain the most reliable form of transportation—using the
blackout as supposed proof. These arguments, however, overlook the fact that gas station
services were also disrupted, while solar-powered charging systems were among the few
functional sources of energy during the outage.

The conversation maintained its relevance in the days following the initial 48-hour spike.
The discourse evolved and became intertwined with broader political narratives,
particularly the criticisms of and attacks on Pedro Sadnchez, amplified in particular by
right-wing actors. As a result, what began as a focused debate on energy vulnerabilities
expanded into a wider cultural and political discourse.

This narrative also tapped into the broader conspiratorial framings around Agenda 2030,
linking the energy transition to a globalist agenda. By framing the government’s actions
as part of a wider ideological push, the conversation extended beyond Spain, aligning with
the global discourse that portrays sustainability goals as instruments of control.

<  Post )
Alex N. Lachhein &= & @Kirghisz - 18h

9 Pedro Sanchez £ @sanchezcastejon - 17h

Tras una noche intensa, se ha logrado restablecer el 99,95% de demanda
energética atendida y el 100% de las subestaciones de la red de
transportes estédn repuestas.

En unos minutes volveremos a reunirnos en el Consejo de Seguridad
Nacional para analizar la situacion actual.
Mostrar mds

Q z2mil 23 3 mil Q 27 mi N1 [

El Secretario de Eugenio &
P QElSecreDeEuge

Os dijeron que esto podia suceder a causa de la sustitucion de energia
convencional por renovables. Sois lo peor que le ha pasado a Espafia en
siglos.

RN 2 m -0 ahr 9NIE . 92 mil Vicualizarianee

@ #APAGON | #AGENDA30320 | LA CAGADA DE LAS RENOVABLES |
Séanchez no dijo toda la verdad: en efecto, en 5 segundos desaparecieron
15 gigavatios de la red eléctrica (60% de la oferta que cubria la demanda),
lo que ha provocado un desequilibrio imposible de ajustar, y por tanto, la
Mostrar més

El Confidencial 2 | suseri
ILEMA DE GENERACION ¥ DE POTENCIA
1chez apunta que
saparecio un 60% de la
rta de luz y REE admite
os del sistema

erador habla de un colapso histérico p
illo maltiple. El Ejecutivo sefiala que,
nte segundos, "desaparecieron

Por Alberto Sanz

amente" 15 gigawatios de la red

Qs 1 2mil Q 3mil il 200 mil [
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AlexDiaz &
@Alex Diaz 68

La Agenda 2030 es como subirse a un ascensor en el momento de un
apagon.
Las renovables son un timo
Sin dinero en efectivo no sobrevives
Sin centrales térmicas, nucleares e hidraulicas no hay electricidad
Comer insectos provoca céncer
Inyectarse veneno no es saludable

3 Antonio Roman =2

@quijoteysanchez

#CorteDeluz #apagdn me han quedado claras varias cosas:

1 Seguiré con mi diésel.

2 Seguiré con dinero efectivo.

3 Las renovables no garantizan el suministro.

4 Nos mienten porque no quieren reconocer que el modelo Agenda
2030 no es "sosteneibol”

5 Sénchez VETE YA.

r,

9 David Alandete &

@alandete

La falta de transparencia del gobierno en torno al apagén parece
responder, con alta probabilidad, a motivos de conveniencia politica:
durante afios se ha priorizado el despliegue de energias renovables sin
atender al mantenimiento de la infraestructura ni resolver los problemas
de interconexidn. El presidente Sdnchez, en su intento de deslindarse,
ha insistido en que Red Eléctrica es una empresa privada.

Pero el escenario técnico es diffcil de ocultar: el apagdn del 28 de abril
de 2025 en Espaiia probablemente se debié a:

El “Fraude del Cambio Climatico™,y Meteorologia -
4h-Q

VIDEO EXPLICACION APAGON EN ESPANA.
TECNICO EN ENERGIA LO EXPLICA CLARO:
CONTROLAR, NOS FUIMOS TODOS A NEGRO™

IN LAS RENOVABLES QUE NO SE PUEDEN

Veremos si este sefior tiene adn trabajo mafiana en Espafia, en Europa, o tiene que buscarselo, por
ejemplo en EE. UU, pero es una gozada que haya gente, de la que sabe de verdad, y no de la
mierda de politicos que nos ha tocado vivir, que te digan las cosas daras, y que al menos de tarde
en tarde, dejen de ser "politicamente correctos” y te digan las cosas claras.

NO TE PIERDAS EL FINAL y lo entenderss... @

Sola le falt6 rematar que si encima nos cargamos los combustibles fGsiles, las energfas clasicas, y
aplicamos la dictadura energética de la "Agenda 200", el suicidio energético estd servido, lo de
ayer solo fue un ligerfsimo aviso, de como de facil nos vamos todos a las cavernas, y con un poco
de suerte solo a la edad media @ Saludos.

Codigo 10
IO, s

ULTIMA HORA “~~_ =

¢ QUE PROVOCO EL GRAN APAGON?
LAS HIPGTES!5: IOERTATAGUE, FALLO HUMANG, SOBRECARGA EN LA RED O FALLO TEGHICO MULTIPLE i cuatre

a

€l gran apagén de Espafia. ¢ Qué demonios ha ocurrido? ;Problema con las

EL GRAN APAGON, iy
DE ESPANA = E
p_

5, Espata e s entaoscrsa s Alas 12y

| 4 ~
&
2

20

EI APAGON es culpa de las RENOVABLES - ¢Por qué?
hace 8 das

132k

@ rorcusiwsTrions @

Nos fipamos

energias renovables? En ese video t explico una teoria que e¢
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It's important to note that, aside from the data from X, findings below are based on
extensive manual searches. While they offer good qualitative insights, they are not
definitive in quantitative terms.

English

X dominated English-language disinformation conversations. The majority of our studied
narratives saw high engagement on the social media platform, and it was also utilized to
further spread content from places like YouTube and TikTok.

Conspiracy theory content favored better on video sharing platforms, where a quick reel
with little detail could grab the attention of followers and boost engagement.

Right-wing news outlets were seen posting videos blaming net zero from their YouTube
channels, which then spread those further on X. YouTube has become a popular platform
for right-wing content creators to monetize messages, as advertising was attached to
many of the videos our research uncovered. The channels are quick to share controversial
topics, without regard for factual evidence, and are often posting on a weekly, or even a
daily basis. Events like this one provide a prime opportunity to push click-bait
disinformation videos for “entertainment” in order to maintain follower engagement.

Portuguese

Based on the available data, X showed the highest concentration of disinformation and
speculative posts out of all the platforms studied. An analysis of the top 50 posts found
per platform revealed disinformation in 9 of the top Instagram posts, 7 of the top YouTube
videos, and 20 of the top X posts.

Furthermore, although Instagram dominated in terms of overall engagement within
general blackout-related content, when focusing on specific disinformation narratives
(such as conspiracies, renewable energy, or the cyberattack) the top posts predominantly
originated from X.

Conspiracy narratives, particularly more extreme ones, were also notably prevalent and

engaged with on YouTube and TikTok, compared to what was found on Instagram and
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Facebook. YouTube in particular poses a significant risk due to the monetization of much
of the content spreading these narratives. On Facebook and Instagram, disinformation
was mainly centered around narratives related to renewable energy, with most of the
authors being news outlets.

Spanish

Among all platforms, X appeared the most active space for real-time exchanges between
political figures and analysts. It also served as a primary channel for official
communications from authorities, despite the quantity of misinformation there.

YouTube also showed high levels of engagement. Top-performing videos, which included
both legitimate news coverage and biased commentary, reached hundreds of thousands
of views. The content varied widely—from informed discussions on green energy policy, to
right-wing political commentary (originating not just from Spain but internationally), to
fringe conspiracy theories. However, the latter attracted significantly fewer views and was
less visible, requiring targeted searches to locate the videos.

Facebook had similar content to X in Spanish-language, but with lower engagement, at

least from what is publicly visible.

TikTok was mainly a space for visual content—primarily short clips showing scenes from
the blackout and, to a lesser extent, conspiracy-themed videos. Due to the nature of the

platform it did not serve as a space for debate or opinion exchange.
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Conclusion

The lberian blackout was a dominant global news story for 24-48 hours. In this time, based
on eyewitness accounts, speculation and disinformation was rampant on the ground. So
too, this briefing finds, in many online spaces. The difference is that information in online
spaces can reach thousands or millions, curated by news editors, trusted messengers and
Big Tech algorithms.

Instead of sharing accurate, responsible or constructive information during crisis events,
disinformation networks exploit them, spreading falsehoods - often thinly veiled as
speculation or news reporting - as ideological ammunition to attack climate science and
much needed solutions to the climate crisis. This content is amplified unchecked in poorly
regulated media spaces, and thrives in particular on Big Tech social media platforms,
whose profit models directly benefit from high engagement content - true or (usually) not
- in times of crisis.
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