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Introduction

Nashville, Tennessee-based Tenet Media was recently identified by federal law
enforcement officials as being partially funded by a Russia-based influence operation as
part of a sweeping indictment from the Department of Justice on 4 September 2024.

Tenet Media had — and continues to have — a sizable social media presence, including its
own branded accounts, accounts for founders Liam Donovan and Lauren Chen, and six
content creators explicitly mentioned on their website as affiliated with Tenet: Matt
Christiansen, Tayler Hansen, Benny Johnson, Tim Pool, Dave Rubin, and Lauren Southern.
Since Tenet Media’s role in the Russian influence operation was revealed, the content
creators affiliated with Tenet have claimed that they were unaware that their efforts were
being funded by a foreign-state influence operation.

This memo analyzes the social media presence of Tenet and individuals affiliated with it
(both before and after the federal indictment), their role in spreading disinformation
content specifically related to climate change, and the role of platforms and platform
owners in amplifying and enabling them.

We specifically looked at posts from 69 total websites and social media accounts
belonging to Tenet Media, founders Lauren Chen and Liam Donovan, and the six content
creators named on their website, posted from 1 September 2023 to 23 September 2024.

This study is a product of collaboration betweenCAAD, Dewey and FOE.

Climate Action Against Disinformation (CAAD) - CAAD is a global coalition of leading
climate and anti-disinformation organisations.

Friends of the Earth (FOE) - Contributing partner to the study.

Dewey Square Group - This study was conducted by CAAD's solution partners, Dewey.
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Summary

● TenetMedia’s branded channels and content creators funded by Tenet (and
thus by the Russian influence operation) were highly active in the climate
discussion.Climate content from the allegedly Russia-funded operation is
indistinguishable from other far-right and fossil-fuel backed disinformation —
including standard denialism, slur-laced attacks on intersectional climate, race
and LGBTQ+ advocacy efforts, conspiracy theories, and policy debates on gas
stoves and agriculture.

● We identified 183 total posts by Tenet-associated content creators, who have
more than 16million combined total followers/subscribers, from 1 September
2023 to 23 September 2024 that engaged in bad acting or disinformation about
climate change. These posts had a total of 23,555,000+ views and 1,048,902
social engagements (shares, likes, etc.).

● X/Twitter was by far themost prominent platform for this content, with 19.4
million total views, 290,000 likes, and 144,000 retweets of climate bad-actor posts
from Tenet-associated creators.

● YouTube videos featuring climate denialismnarratives from Tenet-associated
content creators continue to bemonetized as of the publication of this report.
Climate bad actor content on YouTube from creators associated with Tenet Media
had a total of 3.91 million views and 368,000+ favorites.

Methodology

  We conducted an analysis of the online presence associated with Tenet Media, its
founders, and the six content creators listed on their website. The analysis covered
websites, podcasts, and social media accounts across various mainstream and
alternative social media platforms.
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We analyzed 69 total websites and social media accounts belonging to Tenet Media, its
founders Lauren Chen and Liam Donovan, and the six content creators named on their
website: Lauren Southern, Tim Pool, Tayler Hansen, Matt Christiansen, Dave Rubin, and
Benny Johnson. Social media accounts analyzed included X/Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
Truth Social, TikTok, Rumble, and Gab, as well as their podcasts. Our analysis included 51
social media accounts and video channels, seven websites, and 11 podcast channels.

Data on these accounts — including post content and engagement numbers — was
gathered using a third-party collection service. We then searched the data for a series of
terms related to climate change, coded all relevant items according to the six narratives
we outline here, and then totaled the engagement for each narrative. Our initial search
captured 539 total posts, of which 183 were coded; the uncoded remainder either only
marginally mentioned climate or mentioned our search terms in another context (e.g.,
posts about the “political climate” in connection with the assassination attempt against
Donald Trump). Where a given post referenced more than one of the six narratives
outlined above, the analyst selected the narrative they thought to be most prominent in
the post. Our analysis includes data from 12:00 AM EDT on 1 September 2023 to 11:59 PM EDT
on 23 September 2024.

Findings

Our analysts identified the following six major climate bad actor and disinformation
narratives in their analysis of climate-related content from Tenet Media and its associated
content creators, who have been implicated in an influence operation involving Russian
government funding.

Mockery/Protest
A great deal of anti-climate activism within the right-wing conversation, including Tenet
Media and associated content creators, takes the form of mocking prominent climate
advocates, climate protesters, or climate diplomats. Greta Thunberg is a particularly
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popular target for right-wing advocates, who assail her as a child who doesn’t know what
she’s talking about or mock her looks or presentation, but prominent political climate
advocates like former US climate envoy John Kerry are also up for mockery. This narrative
undermines by implication all climate advocates, suggesting that they are just as
ridiculous as the prominent figures the right-wing activists are mocking. This was by far
themost prominent narrative (in terms of number of posts and total engagement) from
Tenet-associated content creators; 87 posts with theMockery/Protest narrative from
Tenet-associated content creators during our study’s timeframe had 14million views
and 427,000 engagements.

Some examples (content advisory: sexist slurs):
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Food, Gas Stoves, & Cost
Climate denialists frequently point to some of the changes to everyday lifestyles
recommended by climate advocates, including eating less meat or replacing gas-fueled
appliances with more efficient electric ones, as evidence that climate advocates’ main
concern is to disrupt normal people’s lives. (This is often paired with the Hypocrisy/Elitism
and Opposition to Diversity narratives, highlighted below). Climate denialists claim that
they are standing up for ordinary people who would face higher costs for everyday items
if climate mitigation measures were put in place, as well as presenting themselves as the
defenders of farmers and the agriculture industry. 13 posts with the Food, Gas Stoves, &
Cost narrative from Tenet-associated content creators during our study’s timeframe
had 589,000 views and 97,000 engagements.

Some examples:
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Opposition to Diversity
Numerous right-wing content creators link climate denialism to other right-wing themes
in their opposition to the overall trend of increasing respect for diversity and inclusion in
society — including advocacy against LGBTQ+ people, the crusade against “woke,” and
ongoing efforts against corporate accountability measures like DEI (Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion) and ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) initiatives — suggesting that
climate advocacy and climate policy are just new ways for “liberals” to impose their will
on ordinary people. (This theme is often linked with the Food, Gas Stoves, & Cost narrative
above, as well as the Hypocrisy/Elitism narrative below.) 22 posts with the Opposition to
Diversity narrative from Tenet-associated content creators during our study’s
timeframe had 1.18million views and 122,000 engagements.

Some examples:
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Denialism
Climate denialism is the denial of the scientific consensus that climate change exists, or in
its more “moderate” iterations, that climate change is the result of human activity and
can be mitigated by cutting carbon emissions. Tenet Media associated creators, like
many other right-wing commentators, insisted that climate change is a “hoax” or a
“scam” and, thus, that any action to combat climate change is pointless and not worth
the cost. 30 posts with the Denialismnarrative from Tenet-associated content creators
during our study’s timeframe had 2.84million views and 173,000 engagements across
all platforms.

Some examples:
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Conspiracy, Great Reset, & Communism
Consistent with overall trends within right-wing fringe conversations over the last ten
years, anti-climate activists (including those associated with Tenet Media) connect
climate change advocacy with larger conspiracy theories. The most prominent of these
conspiracy theories for the climate conversation is the “great reset”: the idea that global
elites are using crises like COVID and climate change to end capitalism, reverse economic
and industrial development in North America and Europe, force mass immigration from
non-western countries, and impose major social change. (This is often linked with the
Hypocrisy/Elitism narrative below.) Some more extreme versions of this conspiracy
suggest that the ultimate agenda of climate advocates is a forced drastic reduction in the
human population or even the extinction of the human species. 16 posts with the
Conspiracy, Great Reset, & Communismnarrative from Tenet-associated content
creators during our study’s timeframe had 1.7million views and 73,000 engagements.

Some examples:
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Hypocrisy/Elitism
Anti-climate activists often point to climate advocates or prominent celebrities like Taylor
Swift using private jets, or wealthy climate advocates owning beachfront property, as an
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example of the hypocrisy of climate advocacy. Closely linked to the hypocrisy narrative is
the elitism narrative, the idea that climate advocacy is being imposed by the wealthy and
powerful (who intend to change nothing about their own lifestyles) on ordinary people in
order to make ordinary people’s lives worse. (This is often linked with the Conspiracy,
Great Reset, & Communism, Opposition to Diversity, and Food, Gas Stoves, & Cost
narratives outlined above.) 15 posts with the Hypocrisy/Elitismnarrative from
Tenet-associated content creators during our study’s timeframe had 3.29million views
and 168,000 engagements.

Some examples:
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